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Preface


This commentary was written in 1993 to celebrate the Silver Jubilee of "Humanae Vitae".  It was written in two parts.  The first appeared in the December 1993 issue of Challenge magazine and the second in January 1994.  In 1994 it was published in booklet form by St. Joseph's Workers for Life and Family.
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Foreword


I am by nature a rather slow and stupid reader.  But, to my surprise, I read FROM Humanae Vitae TO Veritatis Splendor twice in a few hours.  I think the reason was that it is the most trenchant and compelling explanation of Humanae Vitae which I had read in the past twenty-five years and it is also the clearest exposition of the irreparable damage to the Church, the family and consequently to society, which has resulted from the rejection of the teaching of this most important church document of the present century. 


If I may be permitted to sum up the argument of Msgr. Foy for the fundamental evil of contraception, I would put it something like this:  “When a man and a woman perform the act of sex while using contraception, they are claiming for themselves the right to decide whether or not a new human being - made in the image of God will come into existence.  They are echoing the fatal promise made by Satan to Eve in the Garden of Eden, ‘You will be as Gods….’” (See pages 15&16).


About a year ago I heard Msgr. William Smith speaking at a conference in the U.S., to an audience of about 500 Catholics.  He asked the question, “How many of you have heard the subject of contraception mentioned from the pulpit in the past fifteen years?”  Two hands went up and, as they were sitting together, it is possible that they were husband and wife.  Some two hundred years ago in the British House of Parliament, Edmund Burke made the famous statement, “All that evil needs in order to flourish is that good men do nothing.”  I wonder if it might be said with truth that the evil of contraception has flourished in the Church because good priests have said nothing!


                                                                        Father Ted Colleton, C.S. Sp.
                                                                        March 17, 1994
                                                                        Feast of St. Patrick




















FROM Humanae Vitae TO Veritatis Splendor
Part I


This year of 1993 we commemorate the Silver Jubilee of the encyclical Humanae Vitae given "to all men of good will" by Pope Paul VI on July 25, 1968. It was not revolutionary but part of a continuum. Before it went centuries of unwavering magisterial teaching culminating in the encyclical Casti Connubii of Pope Pius XI, December 31, 1930. After it came other links: Familiaris Consortio of 1981 and the Catechism of the Catholic Church 1992, and Veritatis Splendor of 1993. These major reaffirmations were bound together by countless papal and episcopal statements.


Although not revolutionary, Humanae Vitae sparked a revolution. Some Bishops, even whole hierarchies of Bishops, joined rebellious theologians in what was, in effect, a "de facto" rejection of the Church's teaching. This has resulted in the greatest crisis in the Church since the Arian heresy of the fourth century. The prime victim is the Catholic family, offered up on a sacrificial altar to rebellion and pride.


This is a brief glance at the past 25 years: the battle for the truth and the present situation. It looks at recent developments of the Church's teaching, the evil of contraception and ways of recovering the truth, especially by those mentioned in Veritatis Splendor.


The Attack


From the day it was signed Humanae Vitae has been the object of unrelenting attack by rebellion, silence and deceit.


Bishops Against Humanae Vitae


Paradoxically, Catholic Bishops, chiefly responsible for the defence of Humanae Vitae by office and oath, have been the primary factor in its rejection.


About 12 national Conferences of Bishops so distorted the teaching of the encyclical as to effectively destroy it. Among the worst were the statements of the Bishops of Belgium, the Netherlands, West Germany and Canada.


Illustrative of the worst is the so-called Winnipeg Statement of the Canadian Bishops of September 27, 1968. In paragraph 26 they said that in some circumstances the spouses "may be safely assured that whoever follows that course which seems right to him does so in good conscience." Of this John F. Kippley says: "A more misleading statement would be hard to imagine. There are no principles of moral theology that allow a person to engage in actions taught by the Church to be objectively immoral, whether such actions be adultery, contraception, fornication, or sodomy. And, of course, what applies to one behaviour applies to all." (Sex and the Marriage Covenant, The Couple to Couple League, Cincinnati, Ohio, 1991, p.145).


Individual Bishops, often obliquely, have undermined the encyclical. Bishop Kenneth Untener of Saginaw is an example. He says: "When most Catholics reject the teaching after 25 years of repetition the Church faces a serious credibility problem." (Commonweal, June 18, 1993). The problem is that there has not been so much 25 years of repetition as 25 years of silence and distortion.


Theologians and Others


The right role of the theologian is always pursued in communion with the magisterium and never apart from it (cf. Instruction on the Ecclesial Vocation of the Theologian, n.6). This role was betrayed by large numbers of theologians beginning on the day of issuance of Humanae Vitae.


By July 29, 1968, Charles Curran had mustered support from 77 'theologians' and at a press conference in Washington said "we conclude that spouses may responsibly decide according to their conscience that artificial contraception in some circumstances is permissible and indeed necessary to preserve and foster the values and sacredness of marriage." (cf. The Battle for the American Church, Msgr. George E. Kelly, Doubleday Co., 1979, p.116).


The Washington statement is typical of all theological dissent from Humanae Vitae in that it rejected the authority of the Pope by appealing to a superseding right. We are reminded of Gregory Baum calling for a "Church of the theologians" in the summer of 1968. Usually the intellectual rejects pressure but in this case a gang mentality prevailed. Even as late as 1989 theologians were using mob tactics. It was then that Bernard Haring helped organize the Declaration of Cologne urging the Pope to support an international commission to re-examine the Church's teaching on contraception.


The list of dissenting theologians is in the hundreds, including brilliant men like Karl Rahner and Bernard Lonergan. Others are Hans Kung, Andrew Greeley, Charles Davis, Edward Schillebeeckx and Richard McCormick. Canada has its Gregory Baum, Walter Principe, Andre Guindon, David Roy and Bela Somfai.


Many so-called Catholic groups and periodicals joined in the attack, e.g., The Catholic Theological Society of America, the National Catholic Reporter, Commonweal, U.S. Catholic, The Tablet. At the time of the encyclical opposition in Canada came from the Western Canadian Conference of Priests, The Catholic Physicians' Guild of Manitoba, Catholics in Dialogue, The Canadian Institute of Theology and others. Now we have the anti-magisterial voices of the Coalition of Concerned Canadian Catholics, and some papers like The Catholic New Times. Clones of these groups and periodicals exist in most countries.



The Defenders


While the attack on Humanae Vitae has been marked by rebellion and the prostitution of talent, the defence is marked by loyalty, dedication to truth, and cooperation with grace.


Popes


There never has been a Pope who spoke on the subject who did not uphold the sinfulness of contraception (cf. Contraception, John T. Noonan, Belknap Press, 1965).


In Humanae Vitae Pope Paul VI confirmed what had always been taught. Nor did opposition cause him to waver. He repeated its teaching on numerous occasions including a sermon in St. Peter's shortly before his death.


Pope John Paul II has reiterated the doctrine of Humanae Vitae with greater frequency and deeper analysis than any other Pope. He gave us Familiaris Consortio of November 27, 1981, reflections on the encyclical in general audiences from July 11, 1984 to November 28, 1984, The Catechism of the Catholic Church and the magnificent encyclical Veritatis Splendor. 


Here is a synthesis of Pope John Paul II's teaching: "It is not, in fact, a doctrine invented by man; it was stamped in the very nature of the human person by God the Creator's hand and confirmed by Him in Revelation. Calling it into question, therefore, is equivalent to refusing to God Himself the obedience of our intelligence" (November 12, 1988).


Bishops


Most Bishops have defended their flocks by fidelity to Humanae Vitae. The great majority of Episcopal Conferences supported the encyclical in 1968. Among unequivocal statements were those of the Bishops of Ireland, Scotland, Poland, Spain and the Philippines. Later, some conferences gave additional support. Perhaps the best was the Irish Bishops' Pastoral Love is for Life of 1985. In Canada we have Responsible Parenthood, a pastoral of the Bishops of Manitoba, April 1989.


Among pastorals of individual Bishops one of the first and best was that of Bishop MacEachen of Charlottetown calling for firm adherence to Humanae Vitae so that "no ambiguity might exist among the faithful or public opinion concerning the Church's position on this serious matter" (July 1968). Archbishop Carney of Vancouver wrote two fine pastorals defending the encyclical (reprinted in L'Osservatore Romano August 9, 1973 and March 6, 1975).


While every country has Bishop-defenders of Humanae Vitae the United States has been notably blessed. Among others are Cardinal O'Connor and his Auxiliary Bishop Austin Vaughan, outstanding moral theologian. Bishop Montrose wrote the excellent pastoral The Contraceptive Mentality and Catholic America (1988). Bishop Glennon Flavin gave us a Pastoral Letter to Catholic Couples and Physicians on the Issue of Artificial Contraception (1991). It has been circulated throughout the English-speaking world. Among other defenders are Bishops McFarland of Orange, Myers of Peoria, Timlin of Scranton and Daily of Brooklyn.


Special mention should be made of the immense contribution of Cardinal Edouard Gagnon, former Prefect of the Pontifical Council for the Family, tireless supporter of Humanae Vitae in Rome and throughout the world. His work is continued by Cardinal Trujillo.


Theologians and Others


The genius of some of the finest minds of this century has been put to the service of God, Church and family through the defence of Humanae Vitae.


The prime source of material is L'Osservatore Romano. There one finds a treasure of scholarly defence and interpretation of the encyclical. Already in 1968 were contributions from the great Cardinal Journet, David Knowles and Jean Guitton. Year after year until the present we find articles of the same high quality.


Among outstanding defenders in the English-speaking world are Germain Grisez, John C. Ford, S.J., Joseph Boyle, John Finnis, William E. May, Janet Smith, John F. Kippley, Paul Marx, O.S.B. and Matthew Habiger, O.S.B. A little book by Fr. Richard Rego The True Meaning of Love (1990) has been called by Fr. John Hardon,...."the best contemporary explanation in print of the Catholic understanding of Christian marriage."


Every country has able defenders. Canada has Fr. Joseph Hattie, O.M.I. author of Totally Yours, Anne Roche Muggeridge who gave us The Gates of Hell and The Desolate City, Fr. Alphonse de Valk, C.S.B., Fr. Leonard Kennedy, C.S.B., Fr. Ted Colleton, C.S.Sp., Sister Lucille Durocher, Cornelia Ferreira, Dr. Bernharda Meyer, Catherine Bolger, John Philipps, and many more.


Scores of Catholic Associations have given their support, e.g., Human Life International, Catholics United for the Faith, The Fellowship of Catholic Scholars, and its Canadian branch under Dr. John Shea, Women for Faith and Family, and St. Joseph's Workers for Life & Family. More local are the Ontario Association of Catholic Families under Brian Taylor and Companions of the Holy Family founded by Mary Fotheringham. For some years exceptionally fine work was done by The Centre for Life Understanding under Catherine Bolger and Joan Dunn.


Although in the minority, many Catholic periodicals have supported Humanae Vitae. In the U.S. is the Homiletic and Pastoral Review and Social Justice Review. In Great Britain is Christian Order, Apropos and The Keys of Peter. Australia has A.D. 2000.Canada has Challenge, The Interim, Catholic Insight, Nazareth Journal and others.




The Present Situation


The tragic dichotomous situation continues: attack and defence; assent and dissent. While the Church proclaims the truth many voices within the Church contradict it.


The single most damaging reality is that maverick Bishops' Statements continue to wander through the Catholic world effecting the ruin of souls. Only one of them, the Austrian Bishops' Statement, has been revoked. The others keep reappearing in texts and courses and are echoed in seminaries, pulpits and confessionals. Many have judged the Winnipeg Statement of the Canadian Bishops to be the most damaging of all. But in reacting to the encyclical Veritatis Splendor the Assistant General Secretary of the CCCB spoke the lie: "Contrary to some journalistic speculation and extreme conservative oversimplifications, the Canadian Bishops pastoral teaching on Humanae Vitae and conscience are very much within the tradition of Catholic moral teaching and are respected as such by the Vatican" (Catholic Register, October 16, 1992).


The second most damaging reality is the failure of Bishops to curb dissenting theologians. At Dallas in February 1993, speaking in the presence of 200 Bishops, Fr. Avery Dulles, S.J., did not see in dissent from Humanae Vitae an obstacle to teaching in a seminary or to the episcopacy.


He was not refuted. The fruits of teaching in the Church what the Church does not teach are shown by statistics. Here are a few random samples which are indicative if not precise:


In Canada, 91% of Catholics approve of contraception (MacLeans Magazine, April 12, 1993).


In the U.S., 89% of young people reject the Church's teaching against contraception (CNN poll released during the Pope's visit to Denver, August 1993).


In Brazil, with the world's largest 'Catholic' population, over half of adult women have been sterilized and there are two million abortions a year (statement of the President of the Brazilian Bishops' Conference, September 1993).


It is evident that in vast numbers Catholics are embracing the culture of death. Unless the present suicidal and sinful trend is reversed a catastrophe of unprecedented proportions awaits the Church.





FROM Humanae Vitae TO Veritatis Splendor



Part II


By Monsignor Vincent Foy


Development of the Doctrine of Humanae Vitae


St. Vincent of Lerins (died c. 445) tells us that development of doctrine must truly be development of the faith, not alteration of the faith. While dissidents have tried to alter the teaching of the Church on human life, Humanae Vitae "reaffirms and reproposes with clarity the Church's teaching and norm, always old yet always new, regarding marriage and regarding the transmission of human life" (Familiaris Consortio, n.29). But there is room for development in understanding. So Pope John Paul II said: "Together with the Synodal Fathers I feel it is my duty to extend a pressing invitation to theologians, asking them to unite their efforts in order to collaborate with the Magisterium and to commit themselves to the task of illustrating ever more clearly the biblical foundations, the ethical grounds and the personalistic reasons behind this doctrine" (Ibid., n.31).


In the last 25 years there has been considerable development in the understanding of Humanae Vitae in all aspects.


There is clearer knowledge of the inherent viciousness and destructive capacity of dissent. In this area Catholics owe much to many scholars but outstanding has been the work of Msgr. William Smith, professor at St. Joseph's seminary, Dunwoodie, N.Y. At an international Conference held in Nebraska to mark the 25th anniversary of Humanae Vitae, Msgr. Smith gave a talk on "Calling the Dissenters to Accountability." He said, "Give me one verse from Holy Scripture, give me one teaching from Sacred Tradition, give me any teaching from the Catholic Church that justifies theological dissent, because if you cannot found it upon those sacred sources, it is not theologically a legitimate concept."


There has been development in understanding the role of the theologian, culminating in the Instruction on the Ecclesial Vocation of the Theologian (Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, May 29, 1990).


Three Popes in this century, before Humanae Vitae, have declared that the teaching against artificial contraception can never be changed. Since Humanae Vitae there has been much study on whether that teaching has been infallibly declared or infallibly taught.


Some have argued that the doctrine has been infallibly proclaimed. Notable in this regard is the monumental work of Rev. Ermengildo Lio, reportedly one of the authors of Humanae Vitae: "Humanae Vitae e Infallibilita." A part of his thesis is that the language of Humanae Vitae, invoking the authority of Christ, meant that the Pope made a solemn definition of Church doctrine. Pope John Paul II thanked Fr. Lio for his book, which has been defended by others, e.g., Fr. Brian Harrison.


Whether or not the doctrine of Humanae Vitae has been infallibly declared, it seems clear that it is infallibly taught. Perhaps the best presentation of this conclusion in English is The Teaching of Humanae Vitae: A Defense by John C. Ford, S.J., Germain Grisez, Joseph Boyle, John Finnis and William E. May (Ignatius Press, 1988). To these authors also is owed gratitude for their critiques of proportionalism and consequentialism.


There has been much development in understanding the philosophical and theological bases of Humanae Vitae. No other Pope has contributed more to this understanding than Pope John Paul II. He gave us his thinking in audiences from July 11, 1984 to November 7, 1984. They are collected in a booklet Reflections on Humanae Vitae, published by the Daughters of St. Paul, 1984. 


Notable is the work of Janet E. Smith who has given us Humanae Vitae - A Generation Later (Catholic University of America Press, 1991). It is the most comprehensive treatment available on the philosophical truth underlying the Church's teaching on contraception, prescinding from the superseding argument from authority. Unlike some others she believes Humanae Vitae is best understood through deeper understanding of the Church's traditional teaching on natural law, not on newer natural law theories.


In response to the call from Pope John Paul II development of the doctrine of Humanae Vitae continues. Countless theologians and philosophers and sociologists continue to enrich the literature. The guiding principles for their research have been clearly defined. But in all this one truth must be remembered. The teaching of the Church against contraception bound the consciences of Catholics in past centuries regardless of the absence of modern insights. It binds today regardless of any particular theological label, whether it is infallibly defined, infallibly taught or authoritatively proclaimed by the ordinary magisterium. It binds because it is given to us by Peter's successor with Christ's authority (cf. Humanae Vitae, n.6).


Veritatis Splendor and Humanae Vitae


The latest major development in the understanding of Humanae Vitae is the encyclical Veritatis Splendor, signed August 6, 1993 and released on October 5. Many dispute that the encyclical has anything to add about contraception. Bede Hubbard of the CCCB says "....the encyclical is not about contraception" (The Catholic Register, October 16). He says that when the President of the CCCB was in Rome to be briefed about the encyclical "Vatican authorities were insistent that the purpose of Veritatis Splendor was not to respond to the ongoing discussions on artificial contraception with which Humanae Vitae has been associated." One wonders who the Vatican officials were.


It is true that the word 'contraception' appears only twice in the encyclical (nos.47 and 80). It is true that of 184 footnotes only three are references to Humanae Vitae (nos.133, 152, and 175). But it is true in a profound sense that the whole encyclical is about Humanae Vitae. In a much deeper magisterial treatment than ever before it deals with "certain fundamental questions regarding the Church's moral teaching" (n.5). All of these fundamental questions have a direct link to the understanding and application of Humanae Vitae. 


The Basics


The first chapter of Veritatis Splendor gives us the basic moral rules to guide us on our path to God. It does this in a commentary on Christ's reply to the rich young man who asked: "Teacher, what good must I do to have eternal life?" (Mt. 19:16). The Holy Father tells us that this essential question, essential for all of us, is answered by God Who alone can give the answer. God gave the answer first of all by the natural law inscribed on the heart, then the "ten words" or commandments of Sinai, then the New Covenant and the law of love. In order to make our encounter with Christ possible, as the young man encountered Him, God willed His Church. It is through the Church that we find the answer to what we must do to attain to eternal life (cf. n.7).


Applying these basics to Humanae Vitae we see how vain it is to seek for the laws of life outside of the natural law and its interpretation by the God-given interpreter, the Church. Yet this tragic attempt we see all around us.


Moral Theology Today


Chapter Two talks of present-day trends in moral theology and their meaning for the Church. The Holy Father says that it is his intention "to state the principles for discerning what is contrary to sound doctrine" (n.30). In a more profound way than has ever been done in a magisterial document he speaks of freedom and its abuse, of natural law and its immutability, of conscience and truth, of the effects of following an erroneous conscience, of the service to conscience of the magisterium. He details the right notion of the fundamental option, how the fundamental orientation to God can be radically changed by particular acts of intrinsic evil, including the intrinsic evil of contraception (n.80).


All of the moral issues here discussed are basic to understanding Humanae Vitae. In the light of the principles discussed we can see the errors of dissenters and precisely how these errors have misled their followers.


Morality and the Life of the Church and the World


Chapter Three shifts focus from the individual to the Church and society. The Holy Father reminds us that the essential bond uniting Truth, the Good and Freedom has been largely lost sight of in our present day culture and helping to recover it is the mission of the Church for the salvation of the world (n.88). It is a serious and destructive dichotomy to separate faith from morality. The truth must be defended, even to martyrdom. The Church's defence of universal and unchanging norms is a service to all mankind. Keeping God's law can be difficult but never impossible with grace (n.104).


The encyclical speaks of the duties of theologians to expound the Church's teaching. They are to give the example of a loyal assent, both internal and external, to the Magisterium's teaching in the areas both of dogma and morality (n.110).


In this section the part and duties of Bishops is explained. It is to them especially that the whole encyclical is addressed. "The Church's Pastors have the duty to act in conformity with their apostolic mission, insisting that the right of the faithful to receive Catholic doctrine in its purity and integrity must always be respected" (n.113). It falls to Bishops also, in communion with the Holy See, to grant the title "Catholic" to schools, hospitals and other institutions and in case of a serious failure to live up to that title, to take that title away (cf. n.116).


All of this Chapter pertains intimately to Humanae Vitae. Dissent hovers like a black and threatening cloud over the Church. The Pope proposes the solution: loyal theologians and Bishops using adequate pastoral authority. How necessary this is is illustrated by the vicious attack on Veritatis Splendor itself (cf. "Veritatis Splendor has 'multiple agendas', " Catholic New Times, November 21, 1993). Echoing the feelings of millions of Catholics, Mother Angelica cries out against dissenters: "I'm tired of your tricks...you have no dogma, no doctrine, no authority...You're sick. You spread your errors to children. I'm tired of your constantly pushing your anti-God, anti-Catholic, and pagan ways onto the Catholic Church. Live your life. Live your falsehood. Live your lies. Leave us alone" (cf. The Catholic World Report, October 1993, p.24).


Mary


In conclusion, the Holy Father calls us to entrust ourselves, the moral life of all believers, and the research of moralists to Mary, Mother of God and Mercy.


Mary is the radiant sign and inviting model of the moral life. She understands sinful man and loves him with a mother's love. Precisely for this reason she is on the side of truth and shares the Church's burden in recalling always and to everyone the demands of morality (n.120).


So it can be said that Mary our Mother calls each of her children to recognize God's will in Humanae Vitae and to see in it not only the splendor of truth but the pledge of eternal life.




The Evil of Contraception


Before considering remedies it is important to understand something of the evil of contraception. When one considers this evil from its theological, philosophical and sociological aspects, its defence and promotion become a mystery of perversity.


It is Anti-God


The Church constantly reminds us that man is not the creator of human life but the procreator with God. Humanae Vitae repeatedly reminds us of God's over-riding role. "Married persons are the free and responsible collaborators of God the Creator" (n.1). Married persons "collaborate with God in the generation and education of new lives" (n.8). The spouses "must conform their activity to the creative intention of God" (n.10). The magisterium teaches there is an inseparable connection "willed by God and unable to be broken by man on his own initiative, between the two meanings of the conjugal act: the unitive meaning and the procreative meaning" (n.12).


The primal evil of contraception is that it puts up a barrier against God's creative will, a horrendous crime when seen in all its implications in time and eternity.


It is Anti-Church


To teach that contraception is sometimes licit, even under extreme circumstances, is against that Church unity for which Christ prayed on the eve of His passion. To accept dissenters as belonging to mainstream Catholicism promotes regional or optional morality against the universal norm of divine origin. The anti-Church effects are calamitous. When unity is breached true ecumenism is harmed. Evangelization becomes immeasurably more difficult.


The widespread practice of contraception brings its own anti-Church consequences. Mass immorality results in mass weakening of the faith. Suicidal birth rates leave the Church without adequate vocations to the priesthood and religious life. The more Catholics are relatively reduced in numbers the more likely are they to be oppressed and persecuted. Contraception has in it the seeds of the destruction of the Church.


Contraception denies to the Mystical Body of Christ and to Heaven those countless souls who never were and never shall be because of the deliberate frustration of God's provisional will.


It is Anti-Society


Pope Paul VI foresaw the anti-societal effects of contraceptive behaviour. We read in Humanae Vitae that when there is a widespread use of contraceptives, "a dangerous weapon would thus be placed in the hands of those public authorities who take no heed of moral exigencies. Who could blame a government for applying to the solution of the problems of the community those means acknowledged to be licit for married couples in the solution of a family problem?" (n.17).


The contraceptive mentality, when widespread, diminishes the level of love in society and increases the level of selfishness and lust. In government this tends towards easy divorce, legalized abortion, privileges for homosexuals and lax laws against pornography. In education it tends towards wrong sex-education and the corruption of the young. In hospital care it means abortion, sterilization and eventually euthanasia. It means the increase of sexually transmitted diseases. In the media it tends towards license and increased hostility to God and religion. In society in general it tends towards increasing hate and violence, and a lack of young to take care of the sick and the old.


The society which embraces the contraceptive mentality is embracing the carrier of its death.


It is Anti-Family


Reflecting on the marriage covenant Pope John Paul II says: "The communion of love between God and His people, a fundamental part of the revelation and faith experience of Israel, finds a meaningful expression in the marriage covenant which is established between a man and woman - their bond of love becomes the image and symbol of the covenant uniting God with His people" (Familiaris Consortio, n.12).


Contraception makes a lie of the marriage covenant. It no longer symbolizes the union of God with His people or Christ with His Church. Contraception replaces self-giving love with the hate of marital abuse. Because it is a species of infidelity within the marriage it makes infidelity outside of the marriage more likely. In truth it makes the spouses enemies of one another, cooperators in each other's damnation. When the marriage is entered into with an intention to exclude the right to children, that union is null and void.


The deliberately childless marriage has anti-social effects common to every suicidal society. An illicitly diminished family also suffers. The children who are born are love-deprived. They cannot but be affected by the example of hedonistic parents and a home in which true marital harmony cannot exist.


It is Anti-Spousal


Contraception is an act of spousal abuse in varied ways. Cooperating spouses reinforce one another in evil through mutual abuse. When one party persuades the other to contracept there is an act of seduction. When one objects but submits under pressure there is a violation of conscience and person which is akin to marital rape. When the contraceptive means are known to be abortifacient as with the anovulant pill and intrauterine devices, both become murderers by intent. In all contraceptive behaviour one contributes to the spiritual devastation of the other, a frightful perversion of the purpose of marriage.


It is Anti-Self


Ultimately only individuals sin and suffer. Prescinding from guilt and motivation contraception has its own intrinsic negative dynamics. It is a selfish act creating a selfish person, a lustful act creating a lustful person, an exploitive act creating an exploitive person. Spiritually contraception inflicts the ultimate wound upon the self - that abuse of freedom which is grave or mortal sin. When the young man in the gospel asked Christ what he must do to be saved, Christ replied: "If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments." The sin of contraception violates the great commandment of love and the sixth commandment of God (cf.Catechism of the Catholic Church, n.2370). It is a bar to eternal life. It usually becomes a habit of life blinding the mind and weakening the will as few other sins do. It is not surprising that many Catholic contraceptors abandon the Sacrament of Penance and add sacrilege to sin by receiving Holy Communion.



Recovering the Truth


A "second magisterium," bold and perverse, with no credentials but its own, is in possession of the minds and conduct of myriads of Catholics. The resulting crisis is perhaps the worst in the Church's history, for wherever Humanae Vitae is rejected, in due time there the Church will cease to exist.


How can the truth be recovered? There are four principal ways:


(a) By Spiritual Means


The truth will not be recovered without grace. 1994 has been declared "The Year of the Family." This would seem to be the providential time for our spiritual leaders to organize campaigns to promote family life in accordance with all the means of grace: Masses, retreats, missions, Holy Hours, rosaries, prayer crusades, penance and invitations to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This year of the family is a time of grace, a time for recovery of the truth about love and marriage, a time of salvation.


Even outside of organized groups indviduals can contribute much to the recovery of the truth. Witness the work of St. Catherine of Siena. Saintly persons are desperately needed to-day. For want of ten just men Sodom was destroyed.


Husbands and wives having difficulty with Humanae Vitae can do no better than reflect on section 23 of the encyclical, addressed directly to them. In four paragraphs there is a world of spiritual wisdom expressed with great sympathy and understanding. Here are martialled all the spiritual helps they need. It should be engraved on their hearts, for it is the way to their peace and salvation.



(b) By Authority


[bookmark: _GoBack]Cardinal Danielou said that "It is the non-use of authority that is creating our problem." It is primarily the failure of authority at all levels to act that has brought about the present crisis. If a house divided against itself cannot stand neither can a Church with a divided magisterium.


As long as misleading statements of national hierarchies are allowed to circulate without official contradiction the crisis will remain. Hierarchies which have compromised the truth have a grave obligation to restore it. They have the example of the Austrian bishops of March 29, 1988. Even one hierarchy's misleading statement on contraception can corrupt not only its own people but reach out to corrupt others.


In a matter so critical for the survival of the Church it would seem that where a National Hierarchy persists in defending or permitting a misleading statement there is place for the intervention of the Holy See. Individual bishops could submit questionable statements of their hierarchies for evaluation to the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. So could Catholic groups. Surely, we pray, the Holy See would not want to provide grounds for the suggestion that Rome fiddled while the Catholic world burned.


It deserves repeating: every erroneous or misleading statement of a national hierarchy must be withdrawn. Every national hierarchy must teach what the Church teaches if the truth is to be recovered.


How authority is to be used by individual Bishops is stated in the synodal document on Dangerous Opinions and on Atheism(Ratione Habita, October 28, 1967). The bishops said, concerning false teaching and other abuses: "This way of acting must not prevent the firm exercise of authority in directing the Church of God, according to the mind of the Second Vatican Council ... Those who are rash or imprudent should be warned in all charity; those who are pertinacious should be removed from office." If this synodal proposal were implemented in relation to dissent from Humanae Vitae the teaching of error would end.


(c) Through Education


Truth, and that includes the truth of Humanae Vitae, has its own dynamism and in spiritual matters comes on the wings of grace. But for the truth to be accepted it must be known, and to be loved it must known in all its positive consequences. Humanae Vitae is not known. Most Catholics have not read it nor do they understand the beauty of its teaching, the rewards that come from following it or the tragedies that surely come with its rejection. So to recover the truth of Humanae Vitae education is essential.


The first arena for the recovery of the truth of Humanae Vitae is the seminary. Many seminaries still have dissident professors of moral theology. One errant professor can corrupt the preaching, teaching and counselling of many priests and innumerable Catholics.


No text should be allowed in any school which does not adhere without equivocation to Humanae Vitae. This means the elimination of many texts in use today. An example is the widely used high school course Path through Catholicism by Mark Link, S.J. It promotes a gravely erroneous doctrine on the formation of conscience and the moral relativism of the Winnipeg Statement of the Canadian Bishops.


Education in the truth is essential in marriage preparation courses and can be done also by sermons, retreats, seminars and courses given under such orthodox auspices as the Pope John Paul II Institute for the Family. It is not too much to ask that every Diocese have a Family Life Program with the major purpose of recovering the truth of Humanae Vitae. Unless that is done no program can succeed.


(d) Through Pastoral Care


It should be self-evident that right pastoral care is always in accordance with the truth. Yet dissidents continually call for a kind of pastoral care which destroys both the truth and souls. An editorial in The Tablet, London, unhappily reprinted in The Catholic Register, November 13, 1993, hopes that the encyclical Veritatis Splendor, in calling contraception intrinsically evil, will not be used to destroy the "uneasy compromise over this matter with which the Church has been living since 1968." The Church has not been living with compromise but dying because of it. The editorial hopes that, in the wake of the encyclical, bishops will not "want to throw moral absolutes at their people." Moral absolutes are the truth and that is what we all need.


Desperately our people need the truth in pastoral care: in the pulpit, in the confessional, in marriage preparation courses. God and grace are with the truth.


Conclusion


On a recent television panel-discussion on journalism the question was asked: "How can some newspapers and some journalists get away with vicious character assassination?" One journalist replied: "Because there are no consequences."


How can national hierarchies of bishops get away with distorting or destroying the teaching of Humanae Vitae?


How can individual Bishops get away with allowing school texts which dissent from Humanae Vitae?


How can seminary professors get away with dissenting from Humanae Vitae?


How could Fr. Richard McBrien and Fr. Andrew Greeley, on national television, get away with attacking the Pope, the Church and the Magisterium when the Holy Father was at the World Youth Conference, Denver, on August 15, 1993?


Is it not because there are not effective consequences? The old maxim of Roman Law perdures: "Nulla sanctio, nulla lex.": where there is no sanction there is no law. But if there are no apparent or insufficient consequences to dissenters there are immense and apocalyptic consequences to the Church. As a house divided itself cannot stand neither can a divided Church stand where that division exists.


Surely the time has come, for the glory of God for the protection of the family and for the salvation of souls - for adequate consequences to those who attack Christ and His Church by attacking Humanae Vitae. Passivity is not a viable option, as the past 25 years have demonstrated.


What will remain at the end of time when death is conquered and the sons and daughters of God are raised up in Christ? The Fathers of Vatican II tell us "Love and the fruits of love will remain" (Gaudium et Spes). That is also the message of Humanae Vitae.  ✠
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