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Forword
This was a letter submitted to Canada’s Apostolic Nuncio, published on Lifesitenews and sent to every Canadian Catholic bishop. 
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World March of Women 2000
Is the March for Women or Against Women?

Msgr. Vincent Foy

What is the World March of Women? It is not simply a march but a movement. It began
with a Women’s March Against Poverty in Quebec in 1995. It grew and spread until it became an
international force, a great conglomerate of women’s groups. According to one report, the World
March of Women 2000 Coalition involves more than 3,700 groups from 154 countries, including
Canada.

In Canada, World March of Women 2000 has organized activities between March 8 and
October 17 of the year 2000. These activities include marches, distribution of support cards,
conferences, lobbying, presentation of demands and para-liturgical services.

Originally focused on poverty, and associated evils, the objectives of the March have
widened to inciude other major goals including abortion on demand and the promotion of lesbian
rights.

In Canada, a number of Catholic organizations have endorsed the World March of Women
2000. These include: :
The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB)
The Canadian Religious Conference (CRC)
The Catholic Women’s League National Conference (CWL)
The Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace (CCODP)
The Ontario Catholic Teachers’” Association (OECTA)
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The endorsement of the March by Catholic groups has caused dismay, consternation and
opposition from many Catholics. The debate has raged in the press, among priests and laity and
even within the participating groups. This raises a question of importance to all Canadian Catholics.

Is Catholic support of the March licit or illicit; is it 2ood or bad, permissible or gravely
wrong; is it in the interests of women or an attack on them? : :

Cooperation in Evil

The question of whether support of the March is good or bad should be decided by ezplying
the principles governing cooperation in evil. Many questions of cooperation in wrongdoing are
notoriously complex and difficult but we do have some accepted moral guidelines. St. Alphonsus,
patron of moral theologians, gives us the circumstances under which cooperation in evil is morally
acceptable. i

He says: “That (cooperation) is formal which concurs in the bad will of the other, and it
cannot be without sin; that (cooperation) is material which concurs only in the bad actions of the
other, apart from the cooperator’s intention. But the latter (material cooperation) is licit when the
action is good or indifferent in itself; and when one has reason for doing it that is both just and
proportioned to the gravity of the other’s sin and to the closeness of the assistance which is
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(thereby) given to the carrying out of that sin.” (Quoted by Germain Grisez in Difficult Moral
Questions, Franciscan Press, 1997, p.876).

Some make further refinements and distinctions but I believe the present question should be
settled on these general principles. No one claims that Catholic participation in the March is formal
cooperation. The question is: is material cooperation permitted? Are the goods to be obtained in
proportion to the evils involved? How are the scales weighted - on the side of good or of evil?

The Good Side of the March

Many good things are supported by the March of Women 2000. The movement calls for an
end to poverty and the exploitation of women. It gets down to specifics. It protests the oppression of
women through forced marriages, planned mass rape as a weapon of war, forced abortions, genital
mutilations, sweatshop conditions and discrimination against women with disabilities. It calls for
the elimination of structures which support these horrendous conditions. It endorses a world where
there is respect for women’s physical, mental and spiritual integrity. In all these things Catholics
can cooperate and help.

The Bad Side of the March

Unfortunately and tragically, the March promotes, assists and advances other objectives that
must also be weighed-in the balance. Some of these we now consider.

It is Anti-Life

Inseparable from the objectives of the March is its advocacy of the right to abortion. This
objective is sometimes expressed in terms such as “reproductive rights” or “control over our
bodies.” A demand of the World March is that “States must recognize a women’s right — to exercise
control over her body and reproductive function.” There is ample evidence that these buzz words or
phrases mean the right to abortion on demand.

The March officials do not permit any deviation from their anti-life aims. When a concerned
CWL member asked that there be a pro-life contingent in World March activities, Diane Matte,
World March co-ordinator, replied: “It was unanimously decided that the demand to have a pro-life
contingent at the World March is unacceptable to us since the anti-choice position defended by your
organization is in clear contradiction with the objectives pursued by the March.”

If the stated aim of the World March of Women were the right 1o kill Jewish or Irish or
Quebec children, Catholic groups would recoil in horror. Yet the March targets for death upon
demand just as innocent a segment of ourtumam famity — our defenseless brothers and sisters in the
womb. The child ripped to death in the womb or the human persons killed through abortifacient
contraceptives which have made cemeteries out of sewers have as much right to the pursuit of
happiness and holiness as any marching radical feminist.
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It is pro-Lesbianism

Inextricably linked to the other aims of the March is the advancement of so-called lesbian
rights and the “right” to same-sex “marriage.” The main organizer of the March in Canada is NAC,
the National Action Committee on the Status of Women, which recently acknowledged that half its
activists are lesbians (cf. Catholic Insight, May 2000). Other participants such as the Ligue
Communist du Canada, Collectif pour le Libre Choix, Canadian Abortion Rights Action League and
the Canadian Labour Congress have been active in promoting homosexual rights in Canada. The
participating American groups include NOW, whose head is a lesbian and activist for lesbian
“rights.”

In promoting so-called lesbian rights the March of Women is attacking family values.
Figuratively, lesbians may wave their banners and shout their support of a perverted lifestyle. Those
who oppose their position must march with heads down and lips closed.

It is Anti-Catholic

The March of Women is tainted with anti-Catholicism. The Church and her teaching are
directly and indirectly criticized as the enemy of women.

In the kit published by Women’s Inter-Church council of Canada called “World March of
Women 2000, A Reflection and Action Kit for Church Networks™ we get some insight into the
theological perspectives of the March. One question cited reads: “Often violence against women
finds theological justification in the teaching of the Church. We call on the Church, with the full
participation of women theologians, 1o deconstruct and reconstruct such basic biblical and doctrinal
teachings so as to usher in liberational paradigms and perspectives” (p.11). Another letter quoted
calls for the Church’s repentance of the Church’s participation in violence against women. It calls
for “exposing all sexual abuse, especially by those in positions of Church leadership” as though the
Church were the princip$¢ cause of sexual abuse. .

In the liturgy proposed in the women’s kit we find expressions incompatible with Catholic
belief. Among suggested images of God are those of “Birthing God” and “Bakerwoman God.”
Under a hymn entitled “Magnificat” we read “My soul proclaims the power of God, my spirit
delights in Her wonderful ways, for She has shown favour to me ... Her mercy flows through
mother and child from generation to generation.” In the hymn “the Woman’s Drum” we read: “So
long, the Woman’s Drum has been quiet while women look to men for the Teachings. Now, the
realization comes to look to women for the Sacred Teachings of the Creation.”

Marching in the March can only lead Catholic women away from God, His Church
and His love.

It is a Scandal

Scandal in a strict theological sense exists when one’s actions lead another into sin. Even in
this strict sense, the cooperation of Catholics in the March is potentially scandalous. Others may
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consider that they may join or support groups that promote some good while advocating great moral
evils such as abortion, contraception, sterilization or homosexual unions.

In a broad sense an action is scandalous when it occasions shock or astonishment at an
apparent complicity in evil. Countless Catholics have been scandalized at what they perceive to be
weak moral leadership of the CCCB or complicity of Catholic groups in the seamless immoral
agenda of the March. Nor does the scandal stop at Canada’s borders.

In both the strict and wider senses, the support for Catholic groups of the March is a scandal.

It Promotes Secular Humanism

Many magisterial documents have pointed out the great danger today of secular humanism.
In the Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Paul VI “Evangelization in the Modern World,” 1975, we
read: “One is forced to note in the very heart of this contemporary world the phenomenon which is
becoming almost its most striking characteristicg’ secularism.” It is the great enemy of
evangelization and progress in holiness. :

The inversion of values called secular humanism permeates the agenda of the March.
Physical evils like poverty are recognized while there is blindness to the greater spiritual evils of
abortion and lesbianism and contempt for those who dare to uphold God’s law.

The March promotes secular humanism, today’s greatest threat to the Faith.
It is Divisive
The March is dividing Canadian Catholics.

It is dividing bishops. By media reports: against the March are Cardinal Ambrozic of
Toronto, Bishop Tonnos of Hamilton and Bishop Jude Saint Antoine of Montreal. The CCCB is the
only National Hierarchy in the world to support the March.

-~ - No doubt many Religious are in disagreement with the action of the 450 Major Superiors of
Canadian Catholic Religious Communities who 1 their General Assembly Statement of 1998
declared: “We wish to demonstrate our support for all grass-roots initiatives such as the March of
Women of the Year 2000.” Surely this Statement will do nothing to draw good women to the
religious life.

There is a ground swell of opposition to the March from among local CWL leaders and
individual members. There are other groups that oppose the March such as Women for Faith, Life
and Family and REAL Women of Canada, zn interdenominational group. It is opposed by all pro-
life groups, such as Campaign Life Coalition. Canada’s national pro-life, pro-family paper, The
Interim, has vigourously opposed the March.

The March is dividing priests and laity. I have heard numerous individual expressions of
consternation at the March — non€ in support.
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Surely all Catholic groups that support the March will suffer grievously, through loss of
respect, credibility and financial support.

Weighing the Good and the Bad of the March

Having considered the good and evil elements in the March we are in a position to judge on
which side the scales are more heavily weighted.

True, on one side there are goods, chiefly the call to alleviate poverty and the exploitation of
women. These goods are not obtained by the March — they are sought. The March is a cry, a
petition, and a demand, not in itself an accomplishment until that cry is heard and becomes a
catalyst for change. Most of the goods sought are in the material or secular order. Some of these
could be questioned, like the call for a tax on all speculative financial transactions.

On the other side of the scales is a multitude of spiritual evils. There is the call for the right
to kill through abortion, and the call for same-sex unions to be recognized. There is the scandal, the
attack on the very nature of God by radical feminism, the attack on the Catholics Church’s teaching
on women’s equal but different role in marriage and the family.

It is easily or should be easily seen that there is no equivalency or proportion between the
good and bad purposes of the March. Because the assault on spiritual values is so serious, even
material cooperation in the March is revealed as gravely illicit. As Pilate could not wash away his
guilt by declaring himself innocent, neither can those wash away their guilt who support a March
calling for the right to kill the unborn. Is it not like defending the preparation of a meal laced with
poison on the grounds that it also contains carrots and spinach and broccoli?

The March of Women 2000 has deviated from its first good “Bread and Roses”
March of 1995 and become a March of women against women.

An Alternative

There are many possible altemnatives 1o the March of Women. Surely it would be a glorious
alternative if all participating Catholic groups were to organize their own March or movement. This
movement could be for life and against abortion, sterilization and contraception. It could be for
family life and values and against same-sex unions. It could be for modesty and chastity and against
pomnography. It could be for social justice and against exploitation. It could be a call to holiness
against secular humanism.

Is there enough faith left in Canada for Catholic women to unite and promote Eucharistic
devotion and march under the banner of Mary and recite the Rosary and pray the “Hail Holy
Queen” and sing “Salve Regina™?

Perhaps not, but that would be a March of women for women that could transform our
society.




